Taking my cue from David Eisenbud and Kirsten Bohl, as I write this I am sitting at my desk just a few miles south of where the cherry blossoms will be harbingers of springtime. However, looking out my window on a chilly January day, barren trees and salty streets say nothing but winter, winter, winter.
As you read this, however, it is Mathematics and Statistics Awareness Month, and it is a great time to make students aware of the opportunities afforded them through study of and careers in math and stats. Our research reveals that when today's high school and college students think about what they would like to do, they want to do work that can make a difference in the world, work that will challenge their intellect and satisfy their curiosity, work that is enjoyable, and (naturally) work that pays well. It is hard to beat mathematics and statistics for jobs that fit these aspirations.
And the word is getting out! Four of the top ten highest rated jobs in the current CareerCast.com survey are directly related to our professions. Similarly, four of the top ten best graduate degrees as ranked by Fortune magazine are in mathematics and statistics. USNews.com ranks "statistician" as number four in its list of twenty-five best jobs. This kind of recognition shows up in other rankings as well, and is being reflected in student degree choices. Since 2010, according to IPEDS data, the number of mathematics bachelors degrees awarded has grown by 28 percent, and in statistics by a whopping 170 percent. (That's starting from a smaller base, but still very encouraging.)
The mathematics community, as David and Kirsten have pointed out, is doing wonderful things to promote the importance of mathematics. At the end of this brief column, I say a quick word about one of them. The statistics community is also hard at work to increase student awareness of the value of basic statistical literacy and the potential for careers in statistics. Our biggest investment is an outreach initiative called "This Is Statistics" (www .thisisstatistics.org), and we're very encouraged with the results of this program as it enters its third year. Thousands of students are learning that statistics-the science of learning from data, and of measuring, controlling, and communicating uncertainty-is an excellent career choice.
While 2016 has been labeled the "worst year ever," 1 an assertion that, historical considerations aside, almost any mathematician or statistician would dispute on extreme value theory grounds alone, it was a good year for statistics. the well-being of most of us, so it was fitting that Dr. Cox is the winner of the statistics equivalent of top prizes in other fields, such as the Abel Prize in mathematics. These prizes serve to remind the public that the work of statisticians and mathematicians may be very abstract but it often impacts how we live.
In this "post-truth world," mathematicians and statisticians everywhere ought to engage the public to increase understanding in and trust of our fields. It is encouraging to see how much great work in the area of public engagement is already being done by our communities.
One sterling example of public engagement is the National Museum of Mathematics, which my ASA colleague Donna LaLonde and I visited last year. We spent part of our time viewing the exhibits, and part of our time just watching visitors engage with them. In the building that day were a large group of middle school-aged children. In our observation it wasn't obvious that a single child learned anything specific about mathematics, but it was clear that they all came away with the idea that mathematics is pretty cool. That's an idea very much worth planting, and we are excited to work with you to grow awareness and enthusiasm for mathematics and statistics. 
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